
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



V— GERUNDS AND GERUNDIVES IN PLINY'S 
LETTERS. 

In this paper there is presented simply a classification and list 
of all gerunds and gerundives found in the Letters of the Younger 
Pliny, leaving out of account the letters written by Trajan to 
Pliny in the tenth book. Also all cases of the so-called peri- 
phrastic conjugation, where the nominative or accusative of the 
gerundive is used with some form of esse, are omitted. A state- 
ment of the different constructions with their places of occurrence, 
and an estimate of their comparative frequency, is given. The 
results are interesting and may be useful in making comparisons 
with other writers of the Silver Age. 

Gerund, i. Genitive of the gerund depending upon a sub- 
stantive and used absolutely, without any modifying or dependent 
words except in five cases. 

Dependent upon causa : vivendi 5. 5. 4, 1. 12. 3 ; recitandi 5. 
3.8,7.17.5,8.21.6; edendi 7. 17. 5; auspicandi, studendi 3. 5. 8 ; 
placendi 3. 18. 10; irascendi 5. 1. 6; praeloquendi 8. 21. 3; con- 
sulendi 7. 27. 16; agendi 6. 31. 12; with tempus: — audiendi 1. 13. 
2 ; loquendi 3. 20. 3 ; dicendi 6. 5. 3 ; studendi 7. 9. 16 ; vendendi, 
comparandi 6. 19. 6 ; solvendi 7. 19. 10; silendi 8. 14. 6; censendi 
9. 13. 13; with ratio: — edendi 1. 8. 13; quiescendi 1. 5. 16; reci- 
tandi 5. 12. 1, 7. 17. 1, 6; medendi 9. 37. 3; with jus : — recu- 
sandi 2. 6. 2 ; conducendi 4. 13. 7 ; dicendi 9. 13. 7 ; querendi 9. 
13. 15 ; referendi* ad te 10. 31. 1 ; agendi 10. 56. 4 ; with neces- 
sitas : — ambiendi 1. 14. 7; judicandi 4. 13. 7, 10. 66. 2; querendi 
6. 22. 3 ; computandi 6. 33. 9 ; agendi 9. 40. 2 ; with studium : — 
scribendi, recitandi 1. 13. 5; orandi 7. 9. 7 ; piscendi, navigandi, 
natandi 9. 33. 3 ; with cupido : — audiendi 6. 5. 5 ; habendi 9. 30. 4 ; 
with genus : — studendi 1. 6. 2; emendandi 7. 17. 7; praecipiendi 
8. 14. 6 ; venandi 9. 16. 1 ; with mos : — audiendi 2. 14. 9; in pub- 
licum consulendi* 9. 13. 21 ; discedendi 10. 96. 7 ; with facultas : — 
dicendi 3. 3. 6 ; docendi 7. 27. 1 ; testandi* erga euni 8. 6. 5 ; with 
potestas : — eligendi 2. 6. 2 ; inquirendi, denuntiandi 6. 5. 2 ; with 
modus: — dicendi 8. 14. 6; dolendi, timendi 8. 17. 6; with occa- 
sio: — legendi, audiendi 2. 2. 9; scribendi 3. 17. 1 ; pretia vivendi 
1. 12. 4; audiendi officio 1. 13. 6; copiam dicendi 1. 20. 18; 
dicendi species 2. 5. 6 ; dulcedo tecum loquendi* 2. 15. 12 ; initium 
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gradatim desinendi* n. 14. 14 ; pulchritudo jungendi 3. 19. 2 ; 
tacendi modestia, sedendi dignitas 3. 20. 3 ; adeundi locus 4. 16. 1 ; 
scribendi finis, legendi 5. 5. 6; stimulus monendi 5. 17. 4 ; carendi 
metus 5. 19. 5; forma negandi 5. 20. 7; spem fruendi 6. 1. 1 ; 
lassitudine sedendi 6. 17. 2 ; diversitate censendi 6. 27. 3 ; dicendi 
magistrum 6. 29. 4 ; eloquendi varietate 6. 33. 8 ; vis explicandi 
7. 9. 2 : carendi dolor 8. 5. 2 ; dolendi voluptas 8. 16. 5 ; scribendi 
fiduciam 9. 1. 3 ; timendi pudor 9. 33. 6; procedendi libido 8. 6. 3. 

The citations marked * contain a modifying word dependent 
upon the gerund. This construction occurs 94 times, and makes 
up 59 per cent of all the gerund uses in Pliny. The frequency 
with which this genitive is used with a few words is noticeable. It 
is found in 48 per cent of all its occurrences with one of these six 
words, causa, iempus, ratio, jus, necessitas and studium. This 
construction seems, from a comparison with the Annals, to be 
about twice as frequent in Pliny as in Tacitus. 

2. Genitive of the gerund depending upon a substantive 
(except in one instance) and used transitively with a dependent 
accusative. 

(a) With a neuter pronoun: — temptandi aliquid ratio 1. 5. 16 ; 
faciendi aliquid vel non faciendi vera ratio 6. 27. 4. 

(£) With a personal pronoun: — occasiones obligandi me 2. 13. 
1 ; materiam se proferendi 9. 13. 2. 

(c) With demonstrative pronoun : — tempus emendandi eum, id 
est disperdendi 7. 12. 1 ; propositum ilium reprehendi sed hunc 
tuendi 9. 19. 7. 

(d) With an adjective: — cupidum ulteriora audiendi 2. 10. 7 ; 
studium magna et inusitata noscendi 2. 11. 10 ; facultatem nova 
magna vera censendi 6. 27. 5 ; similia inveniendi facultas 7. 9. 2 ; 
materia plura scribendi 9. 2. 2 ; with a substantive :— jus tribunatum 
petendi 2. 9. 2 ; dimidias et dandi et petendi 6. 2. 5 ; necessitas 
calculos tabulamque poscendi 6. 33. 9 ; materiam insectandi 
nocentes, miseros vindicandi 9. 13. 2 ; also unum facilitas manu- 
mittendi 8. 16. 1. 

(e) With a relative clause :— intentio quidquid velis optinendi 
4. 7. 3 ; audiendi, quod difficile, et quod facile, visendi studio 6. 
33. 4 ; causae utrique quae desunt adstruendi 9. 7. 4 ; tantus audi- 
endi quae fecerint pudor quibus nullus faciendi quae 9. 27. 2. 

This last division (e) might be taken separately, but it seems 
better to place it here as coming logically under the same head. 
There are then 27 cases of this construction, or about 17 per cent 
of all gerund uses. 
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3. Gerund used with prepositions, (a) With ad: — imitandum 

1. 5. 13; audiendum 1. 13. 1 ; declamandum 2. 14. 2; laudandum 

2. 14. 6 ; signandum 2. 20. 10 ; emendum 3. 6. 4, 8. 2. 7 ; solven- 
dum 8. 2. 7 ; inquirendum 3. 9. 31 ; iudicandum 4. 29. 1; exhi- 
bendum 5. 10. 1 ; scribendum 7. 4. 5, 7. 27. 7 ; agendum 7. 19. 9 ; 
cedendum 8. 6. 8 ; optinendum 8. 24. 6. In all these 16 cases the 
gerund is used without any modifying adjunct. 

(£) With in: — dicendo 1. 8. 17, 5. 13. 3; disputando 1. 20. 6 ; 
scribendo 3. 21. 1, 8. 21. 3 ; continendo 5. 12. 4; edendo 5. 12. 4 ; 
praedicando 9. 19. 4 ; laudando 10. 26. 2. In these nine cases also 
there is no modifying adjunct. 

(/) With a : — scribendo 3. 7. 4. The only case found. 

The gerund with ad occurs in every case but one after a verb 
actually or figuratively implying motion. Once it follows an 
adjective : valentior amor ad optinendum 8. 24. 6. 

The ablative with in is used in six out of the nine cases found 
after an adjective or substantive of quality. This usage forms 
about 17 per cent of the whole number of gerunds. 

4. Ablative of the gerund without a preposition, denoting man- 
ner or means : — audiendo, discendo 1. 10. 11 ; agendo 6. 29. 4, 7. 6. 
13 twice; scribendo 7. 24. 8; convalescendo 8. 11. 2 ; parendo 8. 
14. 5 ; rescribendo 10. 43. 4. There is, besides, in 6. 29. 5 a 
quotation from Polio, containing the gerund agendo used twice in 
this way, but it is not counted in making this estimate, and we find 
only nine cases of this construction in Pliny. 

5. Of the three cases of the genitive of the gerund depending 
on an adjective, one with a following accusative — cupidum ulter- 
iora audiendi 2. 10. 7 — has been already mentioned under §2. 
Another is quoted from Herennius Senecio — vir malus dicendi 
imperitus 4. 7. 5 — a parody on Cato's famous definition of an 
orator. The last case is bene faciendi tenacissima 10. 12. 1. Pliny 
therefore uses this construction only twice. 

Gerundive. 6. Genitive of gerundive agreeing with substantive 
either expressed (a) or understood (J>) and dependent upon another 
substantive, or (c) adjective. 

(a) intentione rei familiaris obeundae 1. 3. 2 ; veniam recusandi 
laboris et exigendi 1. 8. 1 ; exercitatio contemnendae pecuniae 1. 
8. 8 ; ratio scribendae epistulae 7. 6. 8 ; necessitas agrorum locan- 
dorum 7. 30. 3 ; necessitas locandorum praediorum 9. 37. 1 ; cura 
minuendi aeris alieni 9. 37. 2 ; praediorum comparandorum occasio 
10. 54. 1. 
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(b) causa referendae 8. 12. 2; repetundarum with lex, 5 times, 

2. n. 3, 19. 8, 4. g. 16, 6. 5. 2, 29. 9; with poenae 2. 11. 20. 

(c~) Once dependent upon an adjective instead of a noun, vir 
movendarum lacrimarum peritissimus 2. 11. 3. 16 cases in all, 
about 12 per cent of the whole number of gerundives. 

7. Dative of gerundive and substantive, used as a final clause 
after verb or adjective. This construction occurs only four times : 
agendae rei necessaria 1. 8. 7; qui minuendis publicis sumptibus 
constituebantur 2. 1. 9; emendis dividendisque agris adiutor 
adsumptus 7. 31. 4. The infrequency of this construction in Pliny 
as compared with Tacitus is very noticeable. In the first six books 
of the Annals we find 65 cases .of its occurrence. It makes about 
3 per cent of all the gerundives in Pliny. 

8. Gerundive used in a passive sense in the predicate after cer- 
tain verbs to denote the object of their action. With curare : — 
defodiendam necandamque 4. 11. 7; with dare : — legendos 9. 1. 2; 
legendum 9. 19. 6 ; with praebere : — conspiciendum se monstran- 
dumque 2. 13. 3 ; se captandum 8. 12. 2 ; dentes lavandos frican- 
dosque 8. 18. 9 ; with permittere : — te expoliendum limandumque 
1. 10. 1 1 ; with ferre : — quos aemulandos 5. 14. 4 ; with mittere : — 
legendum ediscendum 6. 21. 7 ; with trader e : aliis adnotanda 7. 
17. 7 ; with prodere : — legenda (twice) 8. 6. 14 ; with habere in 
that construction new in Silver Latin (see Draeger, Hist. Syn. 
596, and Thielmann in Wolfflin's Archiv 2. 69 reported in A. J. P. 
VII 123, 258): — quae nunc cum ficis et boletis certandum habent 
1. 7. 3 ; cum enitendum haberemus ut 1. 8. 11 ; quae facienda ac 
tradenda haberemus 8. 14. 4 ; inpetrandumque a bonitate tua per 
nos habet quod 10. 94. 2. There are 16 cases of this construction, 
making about 12 per cent of all. 

9. Gerundive used as a simple attributive adjective, without so 
close a relation to the verb as in ^[8 : — silenda 1. 8. 15; laudanda 
1. 8. 15, 3. 21. 3 ; laudandus 1. 14. 1 ; praetereundum 1. 14. 9 ; legen- 
dos 2. 17. 8 ; lectitandos 2. 17. 8 ; damnanda3. 9. 5 ; supprimendum 

3. 15. 3 ; miseranda 4. 11. 4; visendum 5. 6. 18 ; pudenda 5. 13. 9 ; 
emendandas. 12. 2, 10.39. 6 ; notandum 6. 11. 3; scribenda6. 11. 3; 
legenda 6. 16. 3 ; noscendum 6. 16. 7 ; miranda 6. 20. 8 ; horrenda 6. 
20. 9 ; visenda 6. 31. 16 ; spectandum 7. 4. 6 ; veneranda 7. 19. 7 ; 
imitandus7. 20. 4 ; amandum 7. 24. 2 ; probandum 7. 31. 6 ; trans- 
eunda 8.6.5 ; memoranda 8.6. 5; custodienda 8. 10. 1 ; numerandus 
8. 12. 1; obliviscenda 8. 14. 7 ; tenenda8. 14.7; miserandum 8. 18.9; 
delenda 9. 10. 2 ; memorandum 9. 19. 3; reprehendenda 9. 26. 5 ; tem- 
peranda 10. 39. 6 ; reficienda 10. 49. 1 ; transferenda 10. 49. 1 ; con- 
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sulendus 10. 56. 3 ; remittendos 10. 96. 4. The boundary line 
between this usage and that of "|f8 (a) is not always easy to fix, 
and doubtless some of the cases given here might by others be 
classed elsewhere. As counted here there are 41 cases of this 
construction, or about 31 per cent of all gerundives. 

10. Gerundive and substantive used with prepositions, (a) 
With ad: — signandum testamentum 1. 9. 2 ; inplendas facultates 
1. 19. 2; liberos suscipiendos 2. 7. 5; Iegendos eos 3. 5. 20; co- 
nectendas amicitias 4. 15. 2; audiendos Quintilianum, etc. 6. 6. 3 ; 
quae noscenda 8. 20. 1 ; hos proferendos 8. 21. 2; ordinandum 
statum 8. 24. 2 ; similia condenda 9. 25. 1 ; cognoscenda quae 9. 
27. 2 ; incendia compescenda 10. 33. 2 ; colligendum umorem, com- 
mittendum flumini lacum 10. 41. 4 ; instruendam causam 10. 85. 3. 
Some of the following cases might possibly be regarded as gerunds, 
but it seems much better to consider them as gerundives and class 
them here : — visendum eum 2. 2. 8 ; simile aliquid elaborandum 
3. 5. 20; me salutandum 4. 13. 3 ; te salutandum 10. 43. 1 ; eum 
salutandum 10. 43. 3 ; quod petendum 4. 15. 4 ; instruendum se 
ornandumque 6. 25. 3 ; consulendum te 10. 96. 8. 

(5) With ob : — innocentes condemnandos, interficiendos 2. 11. 2. 

(c) With in : — condicionibus deligendis 1. 14. 9 ; causis agendis 
1. 20. 1, 2. 9. 4, 5. 13. 8 ; eligendo praeceptore 2. 18. 5 ; disponendis 
facultatibus 3. 19. 9 ; Regulo demerendo 4. 2. 4 ; petendis honori- 
bus 4. 15. 13, 17.6, 8. 32. 2; inchoandis (honoribus) 4. 17. 6; 
gerendis (honoribus) 4. 17. 6 ; permutando munere 5. 2. 2 ; 
retractandis operibus 9. 35. 2 ; emancipatione inplenda 10. 4. 3 ; 
exigendis pecuniis 10. 108. 1. 

(d) With de : — senatu habendo 5. 13. 5 ; agnoscendis liberis 
restituendisque natalibus 10. 72. We find here 45 cases, or about 
34 per cent of all gerundives used in Pliny, the proportional fre- 
quency of occurrence being twice as great as in the corresponding 
construction with the gerund. 

11. Ablative of gerundive and noun used after verbs in the rela- 
tions of separation and means : — abstinui causis agendis 1. 23. 2 ; 
agendis causis distringeretur 5. 5. 3 ; fruendis voluptatibus crescit 
dolor 8. 5. 2. A rare construction, occurring only in these three 
instances. 

We find then in Pliny 130 cases of the use of the gerundive and 
158 of the gerund, but no strongly marked fondness for any 
particular construction except that of the absolute gerund in the 
genitive after the few words noticed under §1. 

S. B. Platner. 



